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PRESIDENTS MESSAGE 


Welcome to this historic clash between South Melbourne 
and the NSL’s newest club Adelaide United.Adelaide’s entry 
into the NSL has been nothing short of spectacular. Their 
performances on field have been strong while they are 
attracting large crowds and membership numbers off the 
field. Adelaide United’s ability to capture the imagination of 
the Adelaide sporting public through marketing, promotion 
and a customer focus is indicative of what can be achieved 
in Australian Soccer. Well done Adelaide United! 


It is pleasing to see such a large contingent of Adelaide 
United supporters here who have followed their team 
across the border to cheer them on at Bob Jane Stadium. | 
hope this first clash between the two teams will start a 
competitive rivalry that will continue for years to come. 
There is a great history between Victorian and South 
Australian sporting contests and | expect the soccer bat- 
tles between South Melbourne and Adelaide United will 
continue this tradition. 


| would also like to welcome Frank Farina who will be 
watching this game with a keen eye. South Melbourne has 
two young players who are in the Australian Olympic 
squad, Scott Tunbridge and Eugene Galekovic. Eugene has 
been supreme in goals this year only conceding three so far 
while Scott has added pace and excitement into the South 
midfield and attack. Both are going to be huge stars in the 
future years. 


| hope you enjoy tonight’s game and | thank you for your 
support this season. The team played very well last week 
winning 5 nil at Somers Street and it’s time to get right 
behind the boys as South Melbourne continues to prove its 
value to this competition. 


Peter Mitrakas 
President 
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CAPTAINS REPORT 


Thankyou for your support this season. While it is only 
early stages, we have started well and our great result 
against the Knights last week has really boosted the 
team’s confidence. | believe it is essential that we win the 
next two home games against Adelaide today and 
Football Kingz in a week's time to set ourselves up for 
final’s football. So far, Perth and Parramatta have 
impressed me the most but in saying this, | believe we can 
match it with both of them. 


As a team | think we are working well together. 
Obviously, with a lot of new faces, it will take time to gel 
however, we are now beginning to understand everyone’s 
games styles and as a team we are improving every week. 
The return of Vince and Massimo will help us but we may 
loose Scott and Eugene to Olympic trials. Nevertheless, 
our young brigade of Carl Recchia, Kristian Sarkies and 
Simon Storey have all shown their skill this season and 
have impressed me with their dedication towards suc- 
cess. 


| believe Stuart is doing a great job in getting the younger 
players and experienced players to bond together. His 
focus on match days is phenomenal and his season plan 
is to deliver a successful final’s campaign.As captain of the 
South Melbourne Soccer Club, | believe we are well on 
the way to delivering this objective. 


Vaughan Coveny 
Team Captain 
South Melbourne Soccer Club 
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| COACHES REPORT | 


Following the disappointing I-nil loss 
to Perth Glory under controversial 
circumstances, and history showing 
that it is never easy for any team to 
travel across to Somers Street, South 
came away with a sterling victory over 
the Melbourne Knights and placing us 
back in the top four. 


The team showed total dominance 
and leadership, and throw in the expe- 
rience of Paul Trimboli who showed 
all why he is such a legacy at this Club, 
there was no doubt that is was going 
to be South’s day. 


As we head towards the halfway mark 
of the Season, we welcome today John 
Kosmina and his tearm to Bob Jane in 
what promises to be a_ tough 
encounter. Adelaide United are, defi- 
nitely one of the in-form teams of the 
NSL and there is no doubt that they 
will be out to revenge their home loss 
last week to Perth Glory. 


With three hundred or so Adelaide 
supporters making the trip to 
Melbourne to support there team, | 
urge all South Melbourne supporters 
to get behind the boys today and 
show your support to the Blue and 
Whites. 


Stuart Munro 
Senior Coach 
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MATCH REPORT 


Perth Glory vs. South - Report — 
By Michael Tsoukalis 


South Melbourne will once again come back from 
their latest trip to Western Australia with nothing 
to show for their spirited efforts. In quite warm 
conditions Stuart Munro’s men put on a brave per- 
formance that emphasised defensive assurance and 
bar a momentary lapse from defender Levent 
Osman, South would’ve escaped with at least a 
point. 


The best defensive record in the NSL couldn’t pre- 
vent the Albert Park based club from conceding 
that painful solitary goal, the Lakesiders had 
appeared to have overcome the Glory barrage with 
the Western Australians struggling to break through 
the resolute South backline. Gun recruit Michael 
Panopoulos sent a shiver through the Perth faithful 
after unleashing a curling strike from outside the 
box that unfortunately for the visiting South, just 
failed to swerve enough, eventually just shaving the 
outside of Jason Petkovic’s upright. 


Panopoulos’ effort seemed to spark the Glory into 
life, a sublime through ball from former Sheffield 
United defender Shaun Murphy released the usual- 
ly-rampant Damian Mori who uncharacteristically 
made a meal of the opportunity and hit his strike 
way wide. 

Perth had further chances with an unmarked 
Bradley Hassell sending his header over Galekovic’s 
goalmouth when he should’ve done better. After 
the interval Bobby Despotovski was brilliantly 
denied by Galekovic who managed to get his boot 
onto the ex-Heidelberg United marksman’s strike 
when the Perth hit-man had a clear sight of goal. 
The game's solitary goal arrived when South striker 
Michael Cureija ill-directed a back pass from the 
centre of the park, ex-Sydney Olympic favourite 


Tommy Pondlejak pounced on the blunder and his 
attempted cross was unfortunately handled in the 
area by South Melbourne defender Levent Osman, 
referee Simon Micallef had no hesitation in pointing 
to the spot.Perth Striker Despotovski stepped up 
and slotted home the 63rd minute winner. 
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Melbourne Knights vs. South - Report - 


By Michael Tsoukalis 


An all-round superb team display has catapulted South Melbourne back into the top 4 and gone a long 
way in confirming their championship credentials. 

Inspired by the breathtaking play of star centre-man Michael Panopoulos and the experience of Paul 
Trimboli; South have managed to come away from Somers St with a sterling 5-0 victory.From the onset 
the Albert-Park based club asserted their dominant influence, possession was heavily in favour of Stuart 
Munro’s men with the side playing with an all-round cohesion that South supporters haven’t seen for 
quite a few years.After early season reports that gun recruit Panopoulos was underdone from a fitness 
perspective, the former Greek under 21 international silenced all his critics with a commanding display 
in the centre of the park and a breathtaking goal worthy of high accolade. With both sides still dead- 
locked, a surging run through the middle of the field by Marcus Stergiopoulos released Panopoulos who 
- with a heavy wind behind him - unleashed 30 yard pile-driver that Knight’s custodian Tomich could do 
nothing about. 

Panopoulos’s goal was exactly what the Lakesiders needed, their confidence skyrocketed and soon they 
found themselves two up.A superb overlapping run by South wingback Poutakidis saw the former Port 
Melbourne stalwart whip:in a glorious low cross that evaded everyone except South legend Paul Trimboli 
who was on hand to slam into the roof of the net.South had only just begun with their third following 
soon after, Boutsianis found himself with some space on the right, he whipped in a far post cross to 
Trimboli, Trimboli’s brilliant chest contro] enabled him to evade his man and with only Tomich to beat, 
the South legend calmly lifted the ball over Tomich to send South three ahead.With South buzzing and 
playing the type of football that can only serve to fill its supporters with joy, a fourth before half time was 
almost inevitable. Nearing the end of the half Boutsianis again found some space, he unleashed a low yet 
powerful left-foot drive the Tomich failed to glove, the inspirational Coveny was first on hand to clean up 
the scraps and tuck away his 7th of the season and more importantly, South’s fourth of the derby. 
Munro’s men went in at half time to a thunderous applause from the many hundred South supporters 
who had made the trip to Sunshine. South put on a relentless first half display that took full advantage of 
the relatively inexperienced Knights’ line-up. The second stanza saw South take a more relaxed approach, 
with the points firmly in the bag Munro’s men looked to avoid injury and if possible pinch a goal or two 
to add some further insult to a greatly outclassed Melbourne Knights. 

All hope of a decent second half showing was virtually immediately eliminated after Knight’s creative mid- 
fielder Vargas was shown the red card for an unnecessary nudge on a South player, it was Vargas’s sec- 
ond yellow of the evening and served to destroy the Knight's spirit. Coach Munro chose to take preclu- 
sive measures with the substitution of the highly influential Michael Panopoulos and slightly later, Con 
Boutsianis, both players had received hard knocks to their legs and were substituted with the view of 
retaining their fitness for next week’s bumper encounter against Adelaide United. 

The Knight's only clear opening came when South defender Steve Laurie misplaced a pass in the back- 
line, Knight's forward Ante Pelikan pounced on the error and agonisingly sent his low vicious drive just 
wide of Galekovic’s upright. 

Near the end South had a goal disallowed, captain Coveny was released down the right wing and did 
superbly well to keep his feet, the Kiwi international proceeded to raid in on Tomich’s goal and whipped 
a ball across the goal-face, Curcija was on hand to meet on the volley and tuck away, however, was 
deemed by the linesman to have strayed offside. 

Substitute Scott Tunbridge, Coveny and Curcija again had shots well saved by Tomich, but the under-fire 
Curcija scored perhaps the night’s classiest goal. Having won a free kick about 20-25 yards out and with 
Con Boutsianis having been subbed off, Curcija stepped up to end his goal-scoring drought with a stun- 
ning free kick that curled gloriously over the Knight's wall and dipped past Tomich’s left. The South strik- 
er ran to the South bench and leapt into the arms of Michael Panopoulos, every other player on the pitch 
proceeded to follow, it was a glorious moment which summed up the entire South performance, one not 
only of elegance and style, but of extreme camaraderie. il 


9.Adelaide United 


10.Sydney Olympic 
1 1 .Melbourne Knights 
1 2.Wollongong Wolves 


13.Football Kingz 


Dean Anastasiadis 
Levent Osman 
Simon Storey 
Mehmet Durakovic 
Michael Panopoulos 
Ante Kovacevic 
Vaughan Coveny (C) 
Paul Trimboli 

Con Boutsianis 
Marcus Stergiopoulos 
Vince Lia 

Max Lohy 

Steve Laurie 
Massimo Murdocca 
Carl Recchia 
Michael Curcija 
Kristian Sarkies 
Eugene Galekovic 
Sam Poutakidis 
Scott Tunbridge 
Michael Theoklitos 


ADELAIDE UNITED 


David Scarsella 
Richie Alagich 
Kristian Rees 
Aaron Goulding 
Michael Valkanis 
Ross Aloisi 

David Terminello 
Carl Veart 

Shane Smeltz 
Aurelio Vidmar (C) 
Goran Lozanovski 
Shane Thompson 
Sean Widera 
Aaron Westervelt 
Mimi Saric 

Elias Demourtzidis 
Robert Bajic 
Adriano Pellegrino 
Nick Crossley 
Nick Budin 


Mathew Kemp 
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MATCH PREVIEW 


South vs. Adelaide United — Preview — 
By Michael Tsoukalis 


This Sunday NSL new-boys Adelaide United venture to Bob Jane Stadium to take 
on a flying South Melbourne side. South return home after a sterling 0-5 white- 
wash of Victorian rivals the Melbourne Knights. 


United have subsidised bus travel for a few hundred of their most fanatical sup- 
porters and are hence expected to have a decent presence at Bob Jane. John 
Kosmina’s men will be desperate for a decent showing after suffering their inau- 
gural loss last week against the Perth Glory. United were comprehensively out- 
played in front of another sell-out Hindmarsh Crowd going down by 4 goals to I. 


United’s squad is largely made up of the players that were left club-less after the 
Adelaide City Force demise. Michael Valkanis, Carl Veart, Goran Lozanovski and 
player/Assistant coach Aurelio Vidmar provide the heart of the experience in the 
United line-up. Adelaide also managed somewhat of a preseason coup by manag- 
ing to re-attract former NSL stalwart Ross Aloisi, Aloisi returns after a few sea- 
sons of plying his trade in various European countries and has added much need- 
ed experience and flair to the United midfield. 


Conversely, South Melbourne comes into the encounter having played some of the 
best football a South side has played in years. In comprehensively beating the 
Melbourne Knights, South not only racked up a brilliant result, but also managed 
to gel in a manner that had the South faithful present in awe of the side’s cohe- 
sion. 


Gun-recruit Michael Panopoulos has firmly established himself in the heart of the 
South engine-room, last week’s encounter against the Knights saw Panopoulos at 
his commanding best, dictating the play of the game and stamping his obvious influ- 
ence with a magnificent 30 yard strike, with Panopoulos in ominous form and the 
likes of Vaughn Coveny and Paul Trimboli - who chipped in with two goals against 
the Knights - making big contributions, South appear to be in a great position to 


continue their push for the NSL peak. 
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PLAYER PROFILE - SCOTT TUNBRIDGE 


Player Profile 
SCOTT TUNBRIDGE 


Scott was born in Adelaide and has played Soccer since the age of three? His 
big break came when he joined Adelaide City in the NSL in the year 2000. 
After leading the scoring for his first two years at the club, Scott saw the 
opportunity to further his career and moved to Melbourne to play with the 
South Melbourne Soccer Club. This year, he represented the Australian Under 
23’s and is now finding his feet in a team full of new faces. 


Name: Scott Robert Tunbridge 

Born: 26.06.82 

Position: Striker 

Nickname: Tunnas. 

Previous Club: Adelaide City. 

Career Highlights: NSL debut at age [8, leading scorer for Adelaide City 
2000/2001, 2001/2002, International debut of Australian Under 23's. 

Best mate on team: whole team. 

Funniest team-mate: Marcus Stergiopoulos (he’s always taking the mickey 
out of someone). 

Coach’s favourite saying: nothing comes to mind. 

Favourite Food: Pasta. 

Favourite Song: Let Me Entertain You — Robbie Williams or Move Your Feet 
is the flavour of the month. 

Favourite Musician: Robbie Williams. 

Favourite TV show: Was Australian Idol (Good on you Guy). 

Favourite Movie: Days of Thunder. 

Favourite Comedy Movie: Austin Powers or Old School (it’s a tuff one). 
Favourite Actor: Colin Farrel. 

Favourite Actress: Jenna Jameson. 

Superstitions: No Superstitions. 

Likes: Catching up with my friends and family. 

Dislikes: Sharing a room with anyone who snores! 

Marital status: | have a beautiful girlfriend, Emma. 
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Buy your tickets online! 
Take advantage of our special introductory 
offer and purchase grandstand seating for 
the price of general admission. This offer is 
only available for a limited time to all online 
ticket purchases. 

Visit the South Melbourne website to find 
out all the latest news about the club, 
become an online member and join 
the tipping competition. 
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AIS Insurance Brokers, proud sponsors of the 
South Melbourne Soccer Club President’s 
Function, welcomes Frank Farina as today’s 
special guest. 


Ph: 9696 4788 


137 Moray St, South Melbourne 3205 | 
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JUNIOR DEVELOPMENT 


Half Time Youth Program 


Today, South Melbourne Soccer Club in conjunction with 
the Victorian Soccer Federation, launches a new junior 
half-time program.The program gives young soccer play- 
ers the opportunity to display their skills and to play in 
front of big crowds. The GoalKick program will feature 
at South’s home matches at Bob Jane Stadium for the 
remainder of the NSL season. 


Tonight’s program features students from Spensley Street 
Primary School in Clifton Hill with kids participating 
from grade one to grade six. 


The introduction of the program was prompted after VSF 
CEO, Damien Bown and South Melbourne's Chief, Mark 
Patterson met two weeks ago. 


South Melbourne is excited about the prospects of the 
junior program as the club embarks on initiatives to 
broaden their appeal to junior fans, “We can host 2,000 
youngsters and their families over the remaining home 
games which is great for the development of the game 
here in Melbourne” Patterson explained. 


The juniors will play four games at half time showing 
their skills to the fans in a similar vein to the AFL Little 
League program that has been a huge success in the AFL 
competition. 


VSF Chief Executive Bown said “The VSF is delighted to 
be supporting South Melbourne's half time GoalKick 
program and we are looking forward to developing a 
strong and mutually beneficial relationship with South 
Melbourne over a broad range of soccer issues over the 
forthcoming weeks. Working closely with our National 
Soccer League Teams is important in our overall State 
program and | am confident we will achieve some excel- 
lent results with South Melbourne both now and in the 
future”, Bown went on to say. 


Please make all the youngsters feel welcome for what 
will become a permanent half time fixture for the 
remainder of South Melbourne home games. 
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A club for all Australians - Fans Forum 


All Welcome at South 


The- following letter was received from a fan this week and is indicative of what 
the club is working towards. A team for all Melburnians. 


1 would like to thank the supporters of South Melbourne for welcoming my Dad 
and me with open arms. | am thanking you for the simple reason that me and my 
Dad aren't of Greek descent and whilst some of my Dad's friends say that its stu- 
pid that an individual of Italian descent supports a supposedly “Greek-only” team 
my Dad always takes the view that “I am not going to support a Greek-only team, 
l am going to support the South Melbourne S.C.”. Whilst the club was started by 
Greek immigrants, | often argue the point as to how AFL clubs have embraced 
supporters of all backgrounds, especially considering that the clubs they weren’t 
started by Greeks, Italians or any other ethnic minority, they were started by 
Australians, who have welcomed everyone, which is what South Melbourne are 
doing, all races are welcome. | proudly wave my scarf around when Vaughn Coveny 
-a New Zealander- scores a goal for the mighty South Melbourne, as do all the 
other supporters. 


So I say thankyou again for not turning my Dad and me away, and allowing us to 
support such a great club, a club that without its heritage wouldn't be where it is 


today. 
I hope the club can continue to attract new fans to Bob Jane Stadium 


From Jamie Santilli (No relation to Marco Santilli) 


 * 
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SPONSORS 


Major Partner VIP Sponsors 


Crazy John's Adriatic Furniture 


Principal Partner Arnott's Snackfoods 
BT Lift Trucks 
Laiki Bank 

Parthenon Marble Beirersdorf/Elastoplast 


Rocket Batteries BP Campbellfield/Exxo 
Vic Health 


Baiada Poultry 


Bristol Decorator Centre 
Functions Sponsor Central Steel Trading Pty Ltd 
AIS Insurance Brokers 

Demos Property Services 
Apparel Partner Gavos Freight Solutions 
Covo Sports 

Genesis Sports 
Corporate Partners 
Aspect Protective Services 
Care Park Kelme 
Chris' Greek Dips 
Coffex Coffee 
Cousins Smash Repairs Kris Kristopher 
Delta Foods 
Detailed Property Services 
Dr. Leon Frangos & Associates M&C Seafoods 
Elco Foods Musashi 
EXXO 
Flash Air Pascoe Vale Sports Store 
K. & A.Accountants 
Karista Nominees 
Lanez Engineering Rocket Batteries 
Limnos Poultry 
Nelson College Apartments 
Only Sport Tarbs TV 
PathLab 
Rovers Syndicate 
Security National Financial Services Vic Health 
Testarossa 
Thyssen Holdings 


Gregory's Motor Body Works 


Kri Kri Restaurant 


Lotto 


Peter Karak 


Surdex Steel 
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Tim & Terry Oyster Supplies 


Winning Edge 
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